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Recipient announced for 
Recovery & Rebuilding the Region Design Challenge One 

 
London-based Go Fog It, founded by Diana House and Melissa McInerney, was announced as the 
recipient of the first Recovery & Rebuilding the Region Design Challenge. 
 
Go Fog It, which offers disinfectant fogging to make spaces safer, has two main components to 
helping Southwestern Ontario recover from COVID-19. The first one is safety and health, with a goal to 
help stop the spread of the coronavirus. The second is helping open up the economy and supporting 
business owners with their disinfecting challenges so they are able to focus on their business. 
 
The successful recipient was chosen from over 100 applicants and will receive $20,000 of seed funding 
and a personalized suite of business advisory, financial coaching and community impact services 
presented by Libro Credit Union, Pillar Nonprofit Network and TechAlliance. 
 
This women-led, environmentally friendly startup will use the seed funding to hire operations staff, 
purchase equipment and continue to scale quickly. Advisors from Libro, Pillar and TechAlliance will 
provide expertise on connecting with new networks and leveraging available resources in order to 
effectively combat the issue at hand.  In times of crisis, innovation can’t wait. 
 
“Winning the Design Challenge has meant the world to us. Over the past few months, we have poured 
blood, sweat and tears into Go Fog It.” said Diana House, President, Go Fog It. “But we didn’t do it 
alone. It takes a team of brilliant people with different skill sets, mentors, advisors and early 
believers.” 
 
"We really think that navigating the post-COVID-19 economy is going to be a huge challenge. As 
experts in what we do, we are confident that we can provide a cost-effective and accessible solution to 
residents and businesses on a global scale.” 
 
Last week marked the launch of the first Recovery & Rebuilding the Region Design Challenge. Design 
Challenge One, co-presented by Communitech, in Waterloo Region, and WEtech Alliance, in 
Windsor-Essex, was an open call for innovative solutions centred on responding to the immediate 
health and social issues of COVID-19. 
 
The application period for Design Challenge One ended on Saturday, May 2, and adjudication closed 
on the evening of Tuesday, May 5.  

https://www.gofogit.com/


 
Applicants across Southwestern Ontario had three days to submit their ideas, products, services or 
solutions for consideration, with the intent to accelerate and scale solution delivery to make an 
impact in our community. 
 
The second stage of the Design Challenges will focus on recovery and rebuilding and revitalizing the 
community, post-COVID-19. The timeline for Challenge Two will be announced in May 2020. 
Interested applicants can sign up to be notified via email when the application period begins. 

 

Melissa McInerney, CEO, Go Fog It, said: 

“We strongly believe the perspective of ‘cleaning’ is forever changed – focused now more than ever on 
essential health requirements. Go Fog It uses disinfectants on Health Canada’s COVID-19 list that have 
been found effective in killing viruses and bacteria (including Coronavirus). Our 360° Fogging 
Disinfection Protocol is the most thorough, effective and affordable process to keeping spaces safe,” 
says CEO, Melissa McInerney. 
 
Christina Fox, Chief Executive Officer, TechAlliance, said: 
 
“Fierce founders Diana House and Melissa McInerney captured the spirit of the Design Challenge and 
presented a vital solution to the uncertainty that we are all facing as we look towards re-entering our 
public spaces. Go Fog It is an incredible example of harnessing innovation utilizing existing 
technologies in order to apply new solutions to emerging issues. TechAlliance is inspired by Diana and 
Melissa’s bold pivot and lightning-speed action to bring this technology to our region.” 
 
Jill Brush, Libro Credit Union Regional Agriculture and Commercial Manager, said:  
 
“It was truly inspiring to see the creativity and innovation of all the projects submitted. We are excited 
to begin financial coaching and support to Diana and Melissa of Go Fog It, whose essential service can 
help combat COVID-19. Their made in southwestern Ontario solution will help everyone get back to 
business. 

“It has been wonderful to collaborate with all of these organizations that share Libro’s passion for 
growing prosperity in southwestern Ontario. 

“Libro welcomes the opportunity to support any of the applicants and we look forward to the next 
phase of the Design Challenge.” 

Michelle Baldwin, Executive Director of Pillar Nonprofit Network, said: 
 
"Having two wickedly smart women entrepreneurs as the Co-Founders for a product that is 
environmentally friendly hits the mark for purpose driven businesses that care for both our people 
and planet. The collaborative wrap around support from all the partners on the Design Challenge for 
breakthrough innovations like this will maximize its reach and impact." 
 
For more information or interview opportunities, please contact: 

https://techallianceswo.formstack.com/forms/challengetwo_notifyme


TechAlliance of Southwestern Ontario 
TechAlliance is the place for dreamers, innovators, and world-changing ideas. We launch new startups 
and accelerate growth for established tech companies through our Venture Growth & Corporate 
Innovation, early-stage incubation, and GROW Accelerator. 

We create an entrepreneurial culture across Southwestern Ontario that attracts, connects, and retains 
the next generation of tech talent, building community through experiences, and creating access to 
capital.  

We advocate for startups and fast-growing technology companies, connecting all levels of 
government and industry to create an environment for businesses to start, grow, and innovate. 

Christina Fox, Chief Executive Officer 
519-615-2369 
christina.fox@techalliance.ca 

Libro Credit Union 
The largest credit union in southwestern Ontario and a registered B Corp, Libro Credit Union serves 
106,790 Owners – the customers who all own a piece of the company, including 9,566 businesses. 
Libro has more than 700 employees, 36 locations and a wide range of digital services, all supporting 
Owners as a full-service financial institution. 
In existence for more than 75 years, Libro is also run as a cooperative, in which the customers are the 
shareholders, electing the Board of Directors. All of Libro’s profits stay in southwestern Ontario and 
everything Libro does is aligned with its social purpose of growing prosperity for everyone in the 
region.  

 
Liz Arkinstall, Corporate Social Responsibility Manager 
519-984-7599 
liz.arkinstall@libro.ca 
 

Pillar Nonprofit Network 
Pillar Nonprofit Network strengthens individuals, organizations and enterprises invested in positive 
community impact.  

We support more than 610 nonprofits, social enterprises and social innovators by sharing resources, 
exchanging knowledge and creating meaningful connections across the three pillars of nonprofit, 
business and government. 

Pillar Nonprofit Network believes that a connected network sparks collaboration and a willingness to 
lean on each other to help build an engaged, inclusive and vibrant community. 

Michelle Baldwin, Executive Director 
519-433-7876 x210 
mbaldwin@pillarnonprofit.ca 

Go Fog It 
Go Fog It is the world's largest electrostatic spraying and disinfectant fogging company, providing 
peace-of-mind to businesses and homes across Canada. Using government-approved and 

mailto:liz.arkinstall@libro.ca
mailto:mbaldwin@pillarnonprofit.ca


environmentally-friendly disinfectants in our proprietary 360° Fogging Disinfection Protocol, Go Fog It 
effectively and affordably spreads microns of safe disinfectant that kill 99.99% of viruses present, 
including COVID-19. Go Fog It is based in London, Ontario and is rapidly expanding operations in 
Canada, USA and Australia. For more information, visit: www.gofogit.com 

https://www.gofogit.com/

